
 
BRADFORD  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION - 2008 

 
 Our heartfelt gratitude goes out to Joel Moore who left the BCC at the end of 
his term last March.  His cheerful presence, dedication and service will surely be 
missed. 
 
Land Conservation 
 With the support of the BCC, 55 acres of prime farm land at the confluence of 
the Waits and Connecticut Rivers has been conserved with Upper Valley Land Trust, via 
funds from VT Housing and Conservation Board and the National Resources 
Conservation Service.   An application is currently pending for conserving 110 acres of 
nearby agricultural land. 
 The Conservation Fund Committee, co-chaired by Nancy Jones and Jenny Copeland,   
thanks all of its supporters who helped to exceed our 2008 goal.  Even in these economic 
times, private contributions this year exceeded last year’s total.  Fund-raising events, 
including the annual Calendar Supper and Auction, a yard sale at Boch Park, booths at the 
Whole Hog and Energy Festivals, the 2009 Calendar and Buck-A-Pie Week at Colatina 
raised $11,036.00.  2008 expenditures from The Bradford Conservation Fund totaled 
$7,327.88 - for land conservation appraisal fees, and small grants to Bradford Elemen-
tary’s Largest Tree Contest and the Local Energy Alternatives Festival.  Half of the proceeds 
from the 2008 Calendar Supper were ear-marked for the Brushwood Community Forest 
Initiative, and the BCC continues to advocate for the conservation of the Bradford Muni-
cipal Forest, which is located within that project area. 
 The BCC will continue to work with VT Fish & Wildlife’s Community Wildlife Program 
to identify significant wildlife habitat in need of protection in our community, and will assist 
private landowners seeking to conserve their lands. 
 
Stewardship 
 Gary Tillotson, Amy Sherman and volunteers completed over 150 hours of service 
on Wright’s MT/Devil’s Den this year.  All existing trails were groomed and the new “Rube’s 
Route” was developed, blazed and marked in time for its dedication at the annual Devil’s 
Den Celebration in June.  Tom Gray and friends raised the windows to a safer level and 
finished painting the Wright’s MT Cabin and a student volunteer painted the trailhead 
outhouses.  
 Using funds from the VT Urban Forestry Program, Sandy Price and tree warden  
John Hanzas coordinated the planting of 6 shade trees in downtown Bradford in celebra-
tion of Arbor Day.   Many thanks to the volunteers who watered the trees throughout the 
summer.   A second grant has been awarded and more trees will be planted in 2009.  
 Waits River Valley School (WRVS) has become a full participant in the BCC-initiated 
Compost Project, following training of all staff and students by Highfield’s Institute.  This 
was accomplished through a collaborative effort between the BCC, Corinth Conservation 
Commission, Cookeville Composting, Highfield’s Institute and WRVS.  Rosemary Chipman 
and Bob Sandberg continue to co-chair the Compost Advisory Committee that since 2004 
has seen the Bradford participants -     Colatina Exit, Bradford Elementary School, Oxbow 
High School, Valley Vista, Perfect Pear, Bliss Village Store -   divert over 365 tons of food 
scraps from the landfill and convert them into a nutrient-rich soil additive.  Lake Morey Inn 
and the camps of the Aloha Foundation are participants in this program, as well. 
 



 
 
Management 
 Orange County Forester David Paganelli, with other county foresters, completed a 
tree inventory on the recently conserved 165-acre Davis Land. He has prepared a forest 
management plan for review by the BCC and Selectboard.  At BCC’s request, VT Audubon’s 
Steve Hagenbuch worked with Paganelli to develop some suggestions for wildlife habitat 
management practices to be incorporated into the plan as well.  Recognizing that new 
logging revenues won’t be possible for several years, the BCC created guidelines for uses 
of the Friends of Wright’s MT Fund to help insure its sustainability for future improvements.   
Some of the accrued interest of the FOWM Fund was awarded to OHS Senior Keith 
Downing toward his college studies in the field of wildlife management. 
 
Education 
 Four Oxbow biology classes each completed day-long ecological studies on the 
Wright’s MT/Devil’s Den lands in the Spring of 2008, assisted by Nancy Jones with OHS 
staff members Patty Valley and Cindy Clemence.  John Price led an early morning Mother’s 
Day bird walk and forester David Paganelli, with wildlife biologist Steve Hagenbuch, 
conducted a walking workshop in forestry and wildlife management. 
 The Energy Committee, co-chaired by Ed Wendell and Sandy Price, spearheaded  
the Local Energy Alternatives Festival (LEAF) in October.  A committee of 12 organized a 
day-long event that included tours of the hyro dam on the Waits River, and solar energy 
tours of the Bigl and Mallery homes and Farmway.  Local musicians provided a festive 
backdrop to a huge Farmer’s Market in Denny Park and alternative energy vendors 
displayed and explained their technology on the Bradford Academy lawn.  Free workshops 
on an array of energy-saving and sustainability topics were held throughout the day.   
Compact fluorescent light bulbs provided by VT Sierra Club were given out and the 
Bradford Food Shelf’s reserves were bolstered by food donations and proceeds from the 
lunch served at the Button-Up VT workshop.  The walls of the Bradford Academy were 
decorated with energy-conservation posters created by OHS art students, a group of daring 
skate-boarders dazzled observers in the Barton St. parking area, and members of the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club attempted solar-cooked hot dogs under cloud cover at Denny Park. 
  Mary Wendell organized the advertising by local merchants that supported the 16-
page tabloid promoting LEAF.  This was mailed to 11,000 area households.  Financial 
support from the Byrne Foundation, the Bradford Conservation Fund and the Corinth 
Conservation Commission made this day possible, and proceeds from the raffle of donated 
items will provide seed money for a similar event in 2009. 
 Mindful that many area residents travel some distances for employment, the Energy 
Committee has also advocated for expansion of Bradford’s Park and Ride lot, which on 
many days is full to overflowing.  Plans are underway to assist individuals, businesses and 
municipal organizations in applying for energy efficiency grants.   A VT Earth Institute 
discussion group on the topic of sustainable living is also being planned for the near future. 
 
Public Information 
 A second River Management Grant, administered by the BCC has funded Phase II of 
the Waits River Geomorphic Study being conducted by Redstart Consulting.  A scientifically-
based fluvial erosion hazard map has been produced that indicates the areas along the 
river that are at-risk of flooding and wash-outs.  This information will help to guide future 
planning and development decisions in the Waits River basin. 



 
Green-Up Day 
 Coordinated by Barbara Kulzyck, with assistance from Nikki Darling, Green-Up 
Day was a tough one this year.  Despite the cold and dreary weather, a great 
turnout of community volunteers, local groups and BCC members picked up trash, 
tires, and even rather large items left along roadsides.   It was evident this year that 
the intent of Green-Up Day may be unclear to some.  It is to beautify our roadsides 
– NOT to assist in garage and basement cleanout  
 Cost to the taxpayers was $201.00 to recycle the tires; disposal fee for the 
bags of wet and muddy roadside trash, (which included otherwise recyclable bottles 
and cans), cost $129.00.   Perhaps a full-scale campaign needs to be launched to 
remind people that recycling is still the most viable option. 
 Many thanks to Bradford Highway crew who continued the clean-up on 
Monday morning after Green Up Day.   We thank everyone who “greened up” on 
Green Up Day, and especially those who green up all year long.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone again on Green Up Day on May 2, 2009! 
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